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IN THIS SPRING OF 4944, THE PERMANENT HIGH-ALERT STATUS ON BOARD THE BRITISH 
AIRCRAFT CARRIER /NTREPID IS A CONSTANT REMINDER TO THE ROYAL NAVY'S SAILORS 
AND PILOTS THAT A MERCILESS WAR /S STILL ENGULFING THE WORLD. 


i ON THE BRIDGE, CAPTAIN HAMILTON IS 
hi) RECEIVING THE LATEST M/SSION REPORT FROM 
SQUADRON LEADER FRANCIS BLAKE, RAF. 


Three submarines sunk! You and 
your fellows have done great 
work, Blake! 


TaN 
[ An American sonar? = 


It’s top secret. Our allies have come 
up with avery low-frequency sound 
detector of previously unthinkable 
sensitiaty. It should help us better 
detect underwater targets whose 
coordinates we can then forward 
to your fighter-bombers. 


The men are particularly earnest, Captain. 
The imminent prospect of an Allied landing 
in France has seen to that! 


Unfortunately, the Germans are 
expecting it too. The alarming 
concentration of U-boats off our 
coasts confirms it. 


That state-of-the-art equipment is to be dis- 
creetly clelivered to us out at sea by 2 Senegalese 


fishing boat, the Diourbes As soon as it enters 


the U-boats’ hunting grounds, your squaci-on 
will be in charge of its safety. 


/t 1s imperative that we destroy 
those killers if we want our troop 
carriers to have a chance of reaching 
the continent. And to do that, that 
new American towed sonar will come 
in very handy... 


Captain! Urgent messa 
the Cal inet War Room! 


Commancler Laughlan! Scramble First 
Fighter Squadron immediately! 


LESS THAN FIVE MINUTES LATER, l 
THE SEAFIRES LED BY LIEUTENANT- 


COMMANDER MEDWAY FLOCK ONTO 
THE FLIGHT DECK... 


Gentlemen, our intelligence services have 
Just learnt that a suicide attack on the 


about an hour! There are no details of 
what form the attack will take... Lonclon 
requests reinforcements for its alr 
defence. 


Houses of Parliament will be launched in y; =p 


Lieutenant! Let the War Cabinet know 
that our planes will be in position in 
about 50 minutes. 


SQUADRON LEAPS UP INTO THE SKY, HORTEN 229 — A NEW TYPE OF JET-POWERED 
HEADING FOR THE CAPITAL OF AEROPLANE — IS ABOUT TO TAKE OFF. 

THE BRITISH EMPIRE. THE MISSION GIVEN TO ITS PILOT IS CLEAR: 

DESTABILISE THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT BY 

DESTROYING THE PALACE OF WESTMINSTER ... 

DELIBERATELY CRASHING INTO IT IF NECESSARY. 


AND SOON, EVERY PILOT PUSHING a NG ROAR OF ITS JET 
HIS ENGINE TO ITS LIMITS, THE ite A Re Beep ENGINES, THE MACHINE TAKES FLIGHT... i 


«SEEMINGLY NOT 
CARING ONE JOF... 
Lad ¥ 


vw 


[ Relay station 23 in Norwich and HQ warned Se wie ‘on yourself, 
eutenant... 


i us at the same time. Look at this echo! That 
machine took off from Berlin and is heading 
towards London at almost ...680 mph! 


What dlid you say?! Surely you're mistaken! 
Not even the Messerschmitt MeZ62 can... 


=== poems = 2 
F The contact corrects its trajectory every now and then. 
It’s not 2 flying bomb — there's 2 pilot in there. 
SEE Bren 
At that speed, it’// be in London well before the expected 
time. As for the anti-aircraft defences, their chances of 
hitting 2 target that fast... 


ST — : 
A ME Even assuming they get there IT’S. ONLY TAKEN CAPTAIN HAMILTON A FEW 


SECONDS TO MAKE THE ONLY POSSIBLE DECISION. 
ALREADY THE GOLDEN ROCKET /5 TOWED TO THE 
FAR END OF THE FLIGHT DECK — THE JET WILL 
NEED ITS ENTIRE LENGTH TO TAKE OFF. 


on time, what can our Seafires 
do against a plane with such 
Come now, Blake! The prototype power? Our jets’ test flights 
was never tested in a combat were 2 success, and the weapons 
situation. You haven't practised have been installed in prepa- 
with its new Weapons... ration for the next round of 
trials. All | need is your author- 
Isation, SIP. 


BLAKE WASTES NO TIME 
AND PUNCHES THE ENGINE. 


SHOULD THE TURBINES HAVE 
BEEN LEFT TO WARM UP FOR 
A FEW MORE MINUTES? 


Yes! He meade it! MERE SECONDS PUT THE GOLDEN wy. 
ROCKET AT THE DESIRED ALTITUDE... 


| ——a— 


He certainly Is, 
Commander... 
May he come 
back tous safe 
and sound. 


Tr 
Rare NN TOWARDS PROPELLED AT NEARLY 590 MPH, THE PLANE CATCHES UP TO 
OLIVE LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER MEDWAY ’S SQUADRON IN MINUTES. 


MEANWHILE, THE GERMAN According to your res- 
PLANE HAS ALREADY REACHED pective speeds, you should 
THE DUTCH COASTLINE... RS 


// try to push the 
Golden Packeh a 
little farther. 


«AND, WITH ONE 
LAST CORRECTION, SETS 
ITS COURSE FOR THE 
CENTRE OF LONDON. 


By Saint George! Flight Lieuten- 
ae /ook! Ten Slee high... 


Teufel! Wes ist...P1* 


xe |S 


Hello! Golelen Rocket to Medway!... The pilot of 
their flying wing managed to evacle my rockets. 
I'm going to try to keep him away from the 
Houses of Parhament until you arrive... Harry! 


*THE DEVIL! WHAT /S...?! 


uadron leader to ai 


Medway to Blake — we're taking up position over the 
Houses of Parliament, figure-of-eight formation. 
Good luck to us al/! 


A Golden Rocket! 
/ thought it wasn’t 
operational yet! 


the Golden Rocket can’t 
handle that rudely thing, 
our Seafires don’t stand 
@ chance. They're going to 
get blown out of the sky! 


Blake's been hit! Hei/ 
have to break off. 
It’s up to us to close 
the alrspace over 
Westminster, boys! 


Lonel almighty! 


That thing is 
invulnerable! 


UNAWARE OF THE TRAGIC EVENT THAT'S JUST TAKEN 
PLACE ON VETER hea BLAKE'S MADE HIS 
DECISION. pee FLYING IG WITH ITS BULLETPROOF 

ARMOUR IS GOING TO Keep IGNORING THE GOLDEN 
ROCKET AND SHOOT DOWN THE SEAFIRES ONE BY ONE... 


Sergeant, fetch my briefcase from the 
cars You 7 cs here a ee faa ha 


y He ! God rest 
saa eer i 111 send! someone to help you. 


Seon ; 
cked him on my radlar! ) 2p a TLS 


Hi te 
melas nich maglichi!* 


FG 


[a 


Could you give me a hand? 
/ seem to be in 2 bit of a pickle. 


THE RADA 


A fie pilot! He saved 
us from disaster! 
Where did he land, 
anyway?... 


*BUT... NO! THAT'S NOT POSSIBLE! 


Thank you, Sergeant. Major, /‘m g 


a Squadron Leadler Francis Blake, 
detached to the aircraft carrier 
Intrepid. 


~ 


— WEE 
ri 


I / salute you for what you 

I Just cid, Squadron Leader. 
But I’m in a hurry. | must 
take some urgent clocuments 
to the War Cabinet. Leave 
your gear with Sergeant 
Miller and come with me. 


.AIncredible aircraft the Ger- ¥ 


more like it, we should start Vi 
worrying. Even though your 
Golden Rocket I's rather 
impressive too. 


SA 


| clon’t need to tell you, Blake, 
that everything you hear or 
see here... 


AFTER THE INTRODUCTIONS, MAJOR BENSON 
BRIEFLY RELATES THE EPIC AERIAL FIGHT THATS 
JUST TAKEN PLACE NOT TOO FAR AWAY. 


Well, my boy! Congratulations on your coo/ 
head and stout heart! The Kingdom owes 


you a great debt! 


ie 


mans sent us! lf they have y 
H] prototypes aren't readly yet. 


Alas, it’s at the bottom of the 
Thames, Major, and the other 


a 3 
Let’s hope the same can 
be said for the one you 

UW brought clown. But here 


Te/l me, Major, that man with the cigar over there... 
Isn't that the Prime Minister? 


Agata 
= Ve 


to discuss. /// leave you in Lieutenant Clarke's 
capable hands. Hel! show you around head- 
quarters —and make sure you have some tea 
and well-cleserved rest. 


(ca / won't say no to that, Major. 


The admiral and | have a few urgent matters H lf youd care fo follow tal 


me, Squadron Leader. 


— 
4 RY, 
After you, 
Lieutenant. 


]_ .../nformation on enemy movements are } Our analysts then propose several q We're almost at my office. I’// explain 4 | 
intercepted, deciphered and translated! (a counter-move options to the Combined! 
| by our intelligence services. Then they're | Staff which makes 2 decision and 
sent here, to our operators. elays It to the men on the groun 


in more detail how complicated a path |_| 
the gathered data has to follow. Not \ | 
forgetting tea, of course! } 


s | 7 
ee _ 
=) E 
AWN | Se 
y = e. 
| 
A Fritts Gg bee 
EE —————————————————————— 
|_| BACK IN THE ADMIRAL. OFFICE, THINGS | — 7 He’s commanded a 
ARE TOO SERIOUS EVEN FOR TEA. \ squadron andl was test 


———— = == pilot on the prototype 

tee/well's death i's as sad as it is | fer the fighter version 

inconvenient for the completion : of the Golden Rocket pao oe ae 

of the mission. Men of that calibre Such experienced Government Code madi ister lehoos 

aren't easy to replace. ‘a officers are rare more commonly known as ‘Station X’, 
I - after five years of 


war... 


We must improvise, Admiral. What if 
fate put young Blake in our path for 
@ reason? 


Very well. // let the captain of the Intrepia 

know that | may have to reassign Squadron 

Leader Blake. You have until tomorrow 

morning to investigate him and make a 
Final assessment of his 
character. 


af A 


* © 
Za oii fai 


There, our code breakers Secret codes have changed Our burrow here lacks available space, ei the ne 
are able to decipher enemy @ /ot since antiquity. Today, so / thought | could put you up until ing ceeds! 


messages, thus enabling our intelligence services through- tomorrow. My wife — God knows how 
1 ys ae 
i ) EEN i 
NW 


thelr traps. H of mathematicians who... gredients for a Lancashire hotpot! 


troops to avoid most of out the world employ armies she did it — managed to get the in- 
eh 


( 
al | 


Gt} i 
A : 
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NIGHT IS FALLING BY THE TIME THE 
VEHICLE REQUISITIONED BY MAJOR 
BENSON STOPS IN FRONT OF HIS HOME JR 
/N LONDON — AT 99A PARK LANE. 


= I 
Thank you, Sergeant. Tomorrow, six o'clock. 
Yes, siv. Goodnight, sir. 


re 


; Good evening, Major, sir. eS 
Good evening, Annie. This is Squadron Leader 
Blake. He'll be staying with us tonight. 


2 
— 


f) Oi 


AN 


; While | introduce our guest to Mrs Benson, 
please prepare a room and 2 pair of my 
pyjamas for him. 

Annie and | took care of that as 
soon as you called, dear. 


CK 


..A DINNER DURING WHICH THE RAF P/LOT 


What woul co without you, carling? Blake, 
meet the incomparable Mrs Benson. 
How alo you do? 


How do you alo? 


Se || 


1S PRESSED BY HIS HOSTESS TO DESCRIBE 
LIFE ABOARD AN AIRCRAFT CARRIER. 


| 


"1% 


AS THEY FINISH DISCUSSING THE HORTEN 229°5 
AMAZING CAPABILITIES, THE MAID COMES TO 
ANNOUNCE THAT DINNER /S SERVED... 


Fe | i 
VAR 


delicious, Mrs Benson. 
Sooo 1 


By all means, Blake. Annie will 
show you to your room. 


F H youll excuse me, /’m going 
/ IT ) toretire for the night. It was 


Thank you, miss. Here's 
@ luxury | haven't known 
since the war began: 
area ft 
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Ding! Dong. 


i / ! 
Li Oh, the doorbell! | have to go. 
Goodnight, Squadron Leader! 


BLAKE /S ABOUT TO ..BUT CURIOSITY ‘ar Honestly, Lieutenant, this 
SHUT THE DOOR OF GETS THE BETTER say peel nay data could have waited 
HIS ROO} OF HIM WHEN THE $+ reports from Station X. } until tomorrow. 
VISITOR SPEAKS. ; ee ae ce 
WHERE HAS HE =) { 


1} | { Er... / also have a small 
OA PORE? — pee package that I'el hoped 


you coulel... You know... 


Oh, | see! Well, give jt to Il Right, right. Goodnight, 
me then get some sleep. j Lieutenant. 


| Thank you very much, “Majo hh. rd Ee... Goodnight, Major. “Ves. He ‘brought me some 
| : r 5 documents | should read 


( ae before morning. 


At this hour? Your own heed- BLAKE CANT HELP BUT ASK HIMSELF: 
guarters will be the cleath of y | WHAT SECRETS DOES MAJOR BENSON 
more surely than the Germans. | SHARE WITH THAT LIEUTENANT CLARKE? 


(ZS 


if 


BUT QUICKLY, 
SLIGHTLY ASHAMED 
OF HIS SUSPICIOUS 
THOUGHTS TOWARDS. 

HIS HOST, HE DECIDES 
ITS TIME FOR HIM 
TO GOTO BED. 


Lieutenant Clarke? 
Lo : 


Why isn’t he goin 
home? sated 


A WORRIED BLAKE CANT HELP 
BUT THIN! 7 THIS LATE VISIT BY 
THE YOUNG OFFICER IS DECIDEDLY 

STRANGE. 


SN 


| \N 
A Military Cross!? 
With two bars too! 
\ 


.. For acts of exem- 
plary gallantry during 
the First World War. 
/ say! How could Major 
Benson relegate such 
2 decoration to this 


dark shelf? 


Francis, old boy, a 
good night's sleep 
will clo wonders... 


ve sal 


y Na &, 


wate 


RED, BLAKE FINALLY STOPS H/S 


7 TIRED, ; 
we} §=PONDERING IN FAVOUR OF A WELCOME wre 


SLEEP. AS THE LIGHT COMES ON IN THE 


iy ~GROUND-FLOOR OFFICE OF NUMBER 


99A, PARK LANE SETTLES INTO THE DEEP |i 
SILENCE OF AN AIR-RAID-FREE NIGHT. 


SO 
Lieutenant Clarke! | have an Well! The best way is for you f You needled! an example of what 
appointment with the admiral. to follow an operation from |g we have to manage, Squadron 
I'm leaving Blake in your care the very start, which is... Leader — this will do nicely! 
— continue with his education It cloes look hike an Emergency 


in intelligence matters! Lieutenant! A Codle E! Code ... which means the system 
Lo & P| itself is in danger. Follow me; 
; 1 explain. 
ie \ 2 = 


SSS 
} 
Se 
‘ae 


ees 
(Galt 
YJ 
A SHORT WHILE LATER, THE THREE It's a mediium-sized fishing boat th ile Dake 
1g boat that sailed from Dakar. ’ 

EIS ale aL fae It’s healing north towards an unknown destination ... - a ‘ellows pagel ” 
: and the wireless messages we intercepted confirm that Xf they can get more 
information. And check 


-boat Is about t jd hunt it i he : 

; gs 2 U-boat Is about to go and hunt for which is the closest air 

the presence of 2 ‘ghost’ d SS power we can cal// upon. 
4 There's no doubt, Lieutenant. - = — 
h Mee gees Ses Ge A ae 


It’s right ... here. 


Technically, the movements of all We send! reconnaissance aircraft towards the enemy 
Allied ships are communicated M| Aunters we know of and! towards empty destinations 
to us as a matter of priority. 2s well, in orcler to keep our opponents thinking that 
/f Intelligence warns us, through our finding their submarines wes just hack... 

the decoding station, that the - ———————— 
enemy's located one of our Otherwise they'd know their codes had been of having to sacrifice the ship and its crew 
convoys, our meaction follows |S { cracked. Theya change them, and theyad have to protect the system... 

avery specific procedure. | to be cracked al/ over again. - 


os VIKE 
ral 


eg S\ a 
AXE) 


i i eee 
According to Station X, it’s a Senegalese trawler, the Diourbe/, 
It left Dakar last night without reporting. Destination unknown. 


Ea a nS. 
In that case, you have to send help! 


Forgive me, Squadron Leader, but 
we can’t enclanger the whole... 


255 are. 
Sy = ea 
= 


& 
an 


Shortly before my mission over London, 
Captain Hamilton told me that the Diourbe/ 
was to rendlezvous with the /ntrepiad to 
deliver anew type of sonar made by the 
Americans. . — 
4 Why alidn’t our allies inform our 
4 intelligence services about this 
delivery? 


/ clon't know, Admiral. For 
fear of leaks, | imagine. 
But the captain is adlamant 
that this towed sonar will 
be vita/ to our U-boat 
hunting ... and to the 
success of the coming 
Allied lancling on French 
beaches. 


.../et me contact the /ntrepia. 
My pilots are the closest to the 
target, and they're also the 
most experienced. | can vouch 


for them. 


Understood, 
Admiral. 1’ 


let him ki Blake. 


zs 
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=o 
Gentlemen! | just heard we're ] 


Ws 


eS 


Explain why, 
Blake. - 


dealing with a Code E. 


—- 

1} Incleed, Admiral. And... Squacron 
Leader Blake wants us to send this 
ghost’ help. 


| have to discuss it with the Prime Minister. 
/n the meantime, place the nearest fighter- 
bombers on alert. 


5 


yay 
4] 


We have a green light 
to rescue the Diourbe/. 
/t’s up to your men, now, 


LL 
Gag 
ip) eke Jee Nd 
DOO) willie Od 
FIFTEEN MINUTES LATER, TWO FAIREY BARRACUDA FROM 


THE /NTREP/DS FIRST BOMBER SQUADRON TAKE OFF, 
COMMANDED BY SUB LIEUTENANT BEDFORD. 


SS = 
AND SO, AN HOUR LATER... Trawler in sight! AT THE END OF A LARGE LOOP, THE ROYAL NAVY 
TORPEDO-BOMBERS FLY OVER THE FISHING BOAT... 


| deere UNTER 
AS 7 1) 


=r | (<) 
a 2 SSS 8 


—J 


oe ae FEF 


F] ..7O BETTER DECEIVE THE ENEMY AS TO 
THEIR INTENTIONS AND CONTINUE ON THEIR 
WAY TO THE SPANISH COAST... 


«KNOWING FULL WELL 

THAT THEY'RE CHARGING 

/N THE DIRECTION OF THE 

U-BOAT TRAILING ITS PREY. Se 


\ 


Your men played their parts | 


Barracuda One to Barracuda Tv ar 

U-boat below us! It’s going straight 3 i to perfection, Squadron 

for the trawler. We don’t have a > ! wie if sb pie nine 

second to waste... Go! cations were intercepted, 
the Germans will think a 

patro/ came across them 

by chance. 


ee OS oo 
Perfect! Mission accomplished. Can we meet 
in my office, Blake? 


eReENErS Ss Z 
| won't beat around the bush, Blake. We need Uf Captain Hamilton will release me 


[ After you graduated from the RAF staff 


college, you were recruited by the Secret 
Service Bureau. But your file states that you 
quickly resigned from counter-intelligence 
before eventually transferring to a combat 
unit. Could you explain the reasons behind 
this change of career? 


from my responsibilities aboard 
the Intrepid | will be proud to give 
you 2 positive answer, sir. 


«| 2 volunteer to replace that poor Flight Lieutenant 
Stee/well on an urgent and top-secret mission; 
I] someone we can trust. Major Benson and | 


thought of you. 


That's already arranged. 
However, before we discuss 
your future in more detail, 
we have 2 question to ask. 


Thank you for your candlia answer, Squadron 
Leadon, We \palveadiy had achat to the 
‘Lawrence’ file. We just wanted to hear you 
confirm your moral motivations. 


/'m sure you can obtain details 

of the mission | took part in on 

13 May 1935. | have nothing to 
hide, and | was merely obeying | | 
orders on that clay.” oO 

You were 2 victim of one of the inevitable 
accidents of history that all secret services 
encounter, Blake. We understand! your reaction 
back then... 


lietins icacis MOMENTS LATER, ADMIRAL GRAY’S OFFICE IS 
os fay's mission Is 4 . ‘ ‘ PLUNGED INTO DARKNESS. IT WILL BE A LONG 
completely different. ype apr ala ele. Nafer TIME BEFORE BLAKE FORGETS THE PROFOUND 


Its intent is nothing Benson and | are going to 


. vive you a quick overview 
eee sucthe mi Sethe uation. | have no 
this Second Worle doubt that you will sub- 
Wabesc to borleripre sequently volunteer to 
pare; on the Third, return to our intelligence 

hie fe could fo Wow services. Go ahead, Mayor. 
/ 


al// too soon! 


FEAR THAT THE PROJECTED IMAGES /NSTIL 
IN HIM. 


/ beg your pardon, 
sir ct a SBY 


*SEE THE OATH OF THE FIVE LORDS 


Shortly before the war, two young British - , 
amateur climbers, lan Snokke and John Kalgus, Our two adlventurers took this picture Lieutenant McCannon’s patro/ went to helpa 
went looking for glory and records. Unbe- when they arrived, and sent it to Te of | Cia villagers, and, aoe ‘show roe 
known to all, they headed to the highest their families with a brief message: USCOVEPEN ut 5. vies 2 ane oF vs etl bn BG ae 
peak of the Himalayas: Mount Everest... they and their guide were beginning (rk fe rime ete of his ic lS wa Me fae 
their climb to ‘ies et — yn eg at edhe Sh lb i td 
there to plant the Union 
. Fig ead chow the ..Bullet wounds... 
world the superiority 
of British youth’. No 
one ever heard from 
them again... 


Le? 
@ 


a 
=< 
az 
~~ 


{NS 


No one, that is, until early last 
spring, when one of our patrols 
in northern India, while watching 
the borders with Tibet, 
witnessed a massive 
avalanche at the 

freot of a glacier. 


ASA 


BLAKE CLOSELY WATCHES THE PREVIOUSLY THE CAMERA HELD BY THE YOUNG CLIMBER, — [=F 
McCannon was smart UNSEEN FOOTAGE. BEFORE THE CAMERA STRETCH HAS CAPTURED THE UNEXPECTED APPEARANCE | 
enough to develop THE WORLD’S MOST REMOTE MOUNTAINS IN ALL OF ARMED MEN IN STRANGE UN/FORMS. 


the film still oscled THEIR INDESCRIBABLE BEAUTY. : 2 se 
in the poor fellow’s “s 
camera. Now watch - 


closely, Squadron 
Leader. These images 
come from the Roof 
of the World. 


SUDDENLY HE 
TENSES. DID HE 
REALLY SEE 


= 12 


Q 


WITHOUT HESITATION, THEY RAISE THEIR Ff The last images show lan Snokke Panicking, he forgot the basic rules 
WEAPONS ... AND OPEN FIRE ON THE > attempting to flee. of mountain safety ... andl fel! into 
TWO YOUNG MEN AND THEIR GUIDE. 2 crevasse. 
—— SS 
Cd 


20 


See these elongated shapes in the background? The sight of 


We assume the young cha 
these solders prompted us to examine them in detail. 


managed to climb out of the Let's focus eR One. of 
crevarre using the equipment the film's images. 1 
he carried, and that he found Just go back a little... 
enough strength to walk clown There. 
to the nearest village, alone 

and injured. 


! ; QQ 
You're not dreaming, Squadron i \ ~ a ees on oe pease anise, | Your first mission will be to help one of our 


Leader. You are indeed seeing y Bmore serious problem is that engineers put in place a revolutionary 
gigantic rockets. ¥ () Basam Daina’ Yellow Empire new wave emitter. /t ners attract German 
. Y DN |“ apparently waiting for the submarines to the Mediterranean and 

At that altitude?! In such Jeasuaei\ E Wertern powers to ecee them- } clear the waters of the Channel for the 


a hostile environment?... \ selves in their fratricidal conflict invasion of France. 


attacking them afterwards. 


iw How dhid they...? ra | F ir ... 50 1t'/ have an easier time of i 


Unfortunately, no one ‘at the 
top’ is being very receptive to 
our fears, justified as they 
may be by these images. 
People are exhausted and 
demoralised. The priority 
Is to end this Second! World 
War — and that's it! 


p , strie Rocket, th 
[| managed to secure exceptional ps Se iets Cake Deere peepons salnced the capitulation of Germany. A Third 


| funding for the construction wiaincer works when heen? experienced test World War awaits us. /’m sure of it. 
ag hee Plants in which voce. in ‘Bietchle The other base pilot s. After the 
leveloping a new type of de- Is here, anclerneath an island tandling in France, 
fensive weapon. called The Rock’, in the Strait you will replace 
. of Hormuz. Flight Lieutenant 
Stee/well to assist 
the engineers in that 


training mission... 


———— Pe SS ; 
| As for the Yellow Peril’, I've 1 5 The first of those plants is (iRcerel olden . because for us, war won't end with 


Sea 
..JHEN TURNED OFF ONTO / know this area, having flown above 
[qa 7HE DESERTED SMALL ROADS OF at 


often, but | must aclmit, seeing it 

NORTH-WESTERN ENGLAND THAT from the ground, I'm reminded of 

LEAD TO THE LAKE DISTRICT. its wild beauty. You fee/ so far from 
everything here... 


THE MAJORS SECRETARY, HAVING TO GO TO BLETCHLEY PARK 
HIMSELF, HAS OFFERED TO DRIVE THEM. FOLLOWING HIS SUPERIORS 
INSTRUCTIONS, HES TAKEN THE MAIN ROAD TOWARDS GLASGOW... 


a 


IGNORING THE IMPRESSIVE MASS OF P ‘ 

SCAFELL PIKE, THE CAR VEERS. ONTO ie een 

THE NARROW MOUNTAIN ROAD THAT . 
GOES TOWARDS THE COAST. 


You'll soon aliscover all the reasons 
for our choice, Blake. 


| Die you see those two men looking Yes, and that's 
atus from that farmyard? unfortunate... 


“ 


ated to 
y “ae 


They're not supposed to be noticed by any- LY SUDDENLY A SORT OF RETRACTABLE FENCE SPRINGS 
| one. // have to make a report... Keep going, aint Cree oe UP FROM THE ROAD, FORCING THE VEHICLE TO STOP. 
Lieutenant, we're almost there. CANT HELP BUT WONDER 
WHERE THIS ROAD COULD 
BE LEADING. NOTHING /N 
THAT DESERTED COUNTRY- 
SIDE_INDICATES THE PRES- 
ENCE OF A LARGE 
MILITARY BASE... 


22 


os 


a 
HY .../N SECONDS THE CAR AND ITS 
| Rl PASSENGERS ARE IN THE SIGHTS OF 
SEVERAL AUTOMATIC WEAPONS. 
= T ) aa 
| 


———a 
My apologies, Major Benson. }) 


; , 
| alidn't Pecognise you. Sorry, Lieutenant, but you don’t have the 


clearance to come with us. Park the car 
and enjoy the scenery. You'll! find a room 
and some supplies in the last house. /'l/ see 
you tomorrow. 


. | 
S| Verse 
J ‘a 


= 


It’s quite al/ right, Sergeant. 
You're doing your job. Take 
your badge and follow me, 
| Blake. This is where we get 
it 


Tas x 
\ 
4 


a 
as 


Ny 


Fl f 
Zane 


BS 
“a0 


I hoo Serceane. sven nn 


= 
Sergeant. |s every- 
thing all Zight here? i 


2 


And we've only scratched the y 


pp surface, Squadron Leader. 
Follow & 
L a a | | [ i 
al ! 


SL You can goin | 4 
=] 


=u 
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— ..and one of our base's THE DOORS CL. 
access points. | ANL / MM 
a TAI Il 


| 


It is incleed! going to clescend We// soon find ourselves below the 

1,500 feet down the cliff. artificial cloud that hides our instal- 

This lift Is taller than the lations from the neighbouring peaks 

Empire State Building! or from the sky. I’m sure you'll find 
the view spectacular. Blake... 


| \\ 


¢ 
Ms 
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Here in the Scafell installations, 
es much as at their twins in the 


As | told you, we have 2 dual goal here. First, to create 
weapons that will allow us to win future wars while 
minimising human casualties. That's the scientists’ 


Strait of Hormuz, our engineers 
and soldiers work in perfect 
coordination. 


As for engineers, Britain has 
always had top scientists in all 


f Your role in this will be to familiarise yourself 
armed 
mayor disciplines... 


| with the new technologies as applied! to our 
forces. Then, as soon as possible, you will train 


- Second, to train elite military personne/ | 


so that they are ready, when the time 


comes, to use those weapons to full effect. 
: as many crack pilots as you can. 


Francis! How good to see you 
again, old chap! 


Professor 
Mortimer. 


Philip? ll! g 
A 
S 
Eats 2 | ig F z 
es eS 
God 2 B 
“ { lo 
a as 
\ E a) |e 
0 2 / a, ol 
= —= pee eS r 
I'm actually going to introduce you to the one who coordinates aa S|. gaanel r 
D} @// our resear 1 development programmes... = 
sce —— oo al eo fgios 
| TF FE} Goodness... y ; SN 
9 fay [t's really him! ae d ss 
. IK od NX N 
= Seek. fis ; 
se s ) |_ = 
= \ : } 
ae 4 \ WSS \ 4 2 
8 Z : BS | Sy AS 
cf a! aN oe 
: \ es 
ta ef I. , NEN S cae 


zs) 


’m equally sumprised, my friend! e met as teenage boys, during a memorable ] Let’s meet in the mess hall at six, shall 
| was expecting a Flight Lieutenant summer in Simla* where our fathers’ careers we 
Stee/well to be my military advisor, rossed paths... 
until this morning, when | learnt 


}) that the poor devil had saclly passed 


So, you're the chief engineer I’m going 1 I'm pleased to see you already In that case, gentlemen, and since | clon’t 
to work with?! know each other, gentlemen. have to make the introductions, I'm going 
’ { [We met a: teenage boys A |] to check on the progress of a few projects. 

\ ? 


ay _| 


waonoeel 


LEFT ALONE, THE TWO MEN BLAKE BEGINS WITH A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF MORTIMER FOLLOWS WITH AN ENTHUSIASTIC 
SUTIN SPARTAN COMFORT IN HIS TRAINING AT THE ROYAL AIR FORCE STAFF TALE OF HIS TIME AS A STUDENT AT THE UNNERSITY 
THE PROFESSORS OFFICE AND COLLEGE, OF BECOMING AN RAF OFFICER, ONLY OF GLASGOW, WHICH LED TO HIS SPECIALISATION 
BEGIN TELLING EACH OTHER 70 BE DETACHED TO THE FLEET AIR ARM AND IN NUCLEAR PHYSICS AT THE PRESTIGIOUS MIT 
THEIR RESPECTIVE STORIES THE CARRIER /NIREPID AT THE BEGINNING AND THE HIGHLY REGARDED UNIVERSITY OF 
: OF THE WAR. CALIFORNIA IN BERKELEY. 


Ni 


«And as soon as | came back 
to England, at the beginning 
of the war, the authorities as- 
signed me to Bletchley Park, the 
codle-breaking and dlisinfor- 


. mation service. But when 
aia Admiral Gray obtained proof 
of the threat the Yellow 

SY aS Empire represents... 


utmost SOCKECY... 


/ see you've already been briefed. In that 
case, | propose we move directly onto 
2 visit of the base. 11! show you what 
we're working on. 


..and that Is to prepare the 
weapons that will allow us 
to face that new enemy 
without having to resort 
to another general call to 
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acne Le = 

|_4 Excuse me, Yo] @ @ 

FR = v Come now! Remember 
: Li 


Lieutenant, v 
| that I’m Major Benson's 


| imagine it’s hidelen un- 
derneath this cloud. 


= aN sonal secretary. | know 
pres. eS bout the ecee base. 


| elon't know what you're talking about, a we dol higsdis gore me, |’ take you back 

Caeane And with all clue pri YOU'D - 

as long as you're not wearing the 

bactoe. / pie “t know what ure Steam cannons. They feed off a massive 
talking ebout ~ even If you were hot spring located underneath us. Thanks 
secretary to the Prime Minister to it, we can maintain this thick cloud that 
himself. protects us from prying eyes. 


at i Re 


ht 
aa Ly 
To use the lethal weapon we're clesigning, we 


a 1 
[ Not any that, my friend, a ee 
not only... 


bia eed rite on pt ye needed 2 valley close to 2 lake and the a 
' and most importantly a closed valley —so that 
sey never cate opf aero centres UU ihe mit camone woe be efecte Profan Norte 
clear in @ 30-mile ractias. So that revolutionary machine is a warship 
or ... a submarine? 
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Mr Hudson, meet Squadron Leader |_| 
Blake, who will be working with our | | | MOMENTS LATER, THE ENGINEER HAS LED HIS BOSS 
have amoment, Professor? || || team from now on. | | Ey 704 REINFORCED BUNKER, INSIDE WHICH HE SHOWS 
aed Y | | THE WORK HE‘S JUST COMPLETED: THE BASE’S SELF- 
Cee [| DESTRUCT SYSTEM, IN CASE OF AN ENEMY INVASION. 


How alo you do, 


Palate Ill} A// of this looks perfect, Mr Huctson. | f |< 
7 Il Congratulations. [Thank your 
i —, l 


I SSS 


And concerning the weight of the armament on the larger By the way, Philip, cel you know I'd been assigned to test-fly the prototype 
version of the Golden Rocket, where are we? | i of the single-seat Golden Rocket? One fine plane, all right! | can’t wait to 
| The1/1 scale mode/ has been taken to the hangar share my timpressions with you and. Ea 


next door. If you'd like to follow me, | can show you 
right away. 


CW 7A es : : = ae, 


wits big brother? 
Well here it is! 


} 
7) 
— 


] —— | FE 
ness 


l| This stratospheric aircraft will be deadly. But the weal : fal 
} of all planes in general is thei vulnerability on the ground. I Curfew already! Come, Francis, let's get ready for [A 
} | dinner. We'l/ have time to discuss my other project Sy 


N Which is why the other vehicle I'm currently clesigning... 
— ya in more detail in the next few clays. |'m starving! 


28 


AT DAWN THE NEXT DAY, MAJOR BENSON, 
PROFESSOR MORTIMER AND SQUADRON 
LEADER BLAKE HAVE RETURNED TO THE 
TOP OF THE CLIFF, WHERE CAR AND 
DRIVER ARE WAITING FOR THEM. 


— 


! 


\ 
> 


a 


..enough to think that our brains are | 


R worth more then the Crown Jewels! 


IA 


THE VEHICLE HAS 
LEFT THE WINDING 
ROADS OF THE LAKE 
DISTRICT TO HEAD 
TOWARDS MANCHESTER 
AND BEGIN THE 250- 
MILE TREK TO ITS 
NEW DESTINATION. 


WHILE CITIES AND 
COUNTRY TOWNS PASS 
BY AT SPEED, MAJOR | 

BENSON REVEALS STATION | 
XS FANTASTIC STORY 
TO BLAKE. 


FFI 


TRA} Décig 
ANALY sGPHERED 


+ 

; ee RUNS, SERA 

i POssinie Fy " 

INTE} BLE F 

one ENIGMA serriveg i 
tone: 

i or Son gance 

on 


DERI 
VAN OW OF coeeecy eit 
FCT SETtiNes 


/ must confess, Francis, that my scientist colleagues 
end | have never had the government fussing over 
us so much than since we arrived here... 


But they are, Professor! What do a few 
gems matter compared with the number 
of lives you and your fellows save every 


day from here? 


— PESOS 

ee rt gn le hem ae WITHOUT WASTING A MOMENT, BAIREMELY STRICT SECURITY AND CONFIDENTIALITY 
PD Mortiner My COMMANDER TRAVIS INVITES HIS MEASURES IN PLACE WITHIN BLETCHLEY PARK. 

rofessor Mortimer... GUESTS INTO HIS OFFICE... z se aus 


Delighted to have you with us, Squadron Sy .You undlerstand, of course; if the enemy feels } 
Leacler! And to have you back, Professor. r D bse] we're on to him, he'll immediately change his 
\ codes, and we're back to square one. 4 


mi 3 


N 


Pee || 
al 5, 


ill 2, 


we . 

| ] 

Bl Right, !1// let you settle in. Professor Mortimer \_| LEAVING MAJOR BENSON IN A CONFIDENTIAL 

The smallest leak nll reduce already knows everything there is to know JEETIN ™™ . 
months of our people's work to \) Wl about how we ao thing Enjoy your tine ee eee eer 
nothing. That is why | insist on c : : 
Inpresiing on all naiccment the Sarg. earn eae Woulel you mine! eng ee 5 lla this 
limportance of the key word ruling a luggage for a short while! 
our lives in this place: cliscretion. 


Our intelligence services eventually nick- Since the sun is 
named both the network itself and the making a rare 
information obtained through its stations appearance, let's 
Ultra’. R take a walk a- 


I'm sure you've noticed the raclo antennae. 
All these wireless relays are where work 
on Ultra can begin. 


Originally, ‘ultrasecret’ 
meant ‘even more secret 
then “most secret 


ay 


y f\\\ os 
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To summarise, our listening stations gather the enemy's coded messages and forward Fe Whether they're mathematicians, linguists 
them to at Depenciing on — characteristics, the messages are dispatched military strategists or cruciverbalists, these men 
in raw form to our various specialists. and women use their knowledge to decipher the 
unknown languages used by the enemy. 


S| Our deciphering experts are spread among thes + 
break the coded messages, each according to his speciality. 


Let's go and get our Here we are! As you cai 
aif) ! n 
Once they reach a result, Juggage. I'l! explain it see, scant Znpeees but 
it’s checked several times alin aetail once we're absolute guiet — idea/ 


hedbie bea scnbontce These people are indeed incredible. anena aaitional 
tad pee whereall But what's expected of us is the exact ge 


I} similar messages will from opposite — we're supposed to let the 
iS shennan. be sent to be enemy intercept messages that will 

‘Granilatect lead him to make decisions planned 
: by our superiors! 


A pity it was 
the wrong one... 
Checkmate! 


And now, if youl 


excuse me... 


INSIDE HUT 4A, TI OR HIS FRIEND And if the oth ile think 
S LATEST INVENTION, THE NARWHAL BUOY. By using a transmitter in close proximity, de F Pe Melba FoR 
we will be able to move our buoys, make ti i st large Pp eee i 
./ts a mobile underwater mini-emitter. lt sends signals a exchange os, nals th and. as nod thar the Neth sea, ee 
that enemy radars will detect as those coming from real a] 2772 enemy to belleve that our.sunme 
ation vines = massed in an area we chose 
ourselves. 


— 
eal, aH | 
aA, ne 
all | | \ 
[ | WHILE THE PROFESSOR HAVING UNSCREWED THE 
..they can’t be sure where our CONTINUES HIS EXPLANATIONS, GRATE ON THE AIR VENT, HE 
i Jencing will take place. They// THE ST) RANE CHESS Bala Eee Ee aes 
HAS DISCREETLY MADE HI. X 


move part of their forces to 
our buoys’ operational ared ... WAY TO THE HUT. 


and by cloing so, will give crucial 
assistance to our troops. 


And now, let me show you the first 
designs of the device that will allow 
us to keep the advantage against 
the Yellow Empire... 


It’s ... astonishing! This plane’ looks 
like no other... j suience 
e . 
Fie learn! : Did you hear 
ant fas ( something? 


Fol 
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Put your plans away, 
Philip — just in case... 


True, but | assume there's another one outside! 
Besides, that noise cloesn’t put me in mind of 
2... // get to the bottom of this! 


oe : ZY 


dhe 


=~ 
\ yr ] Aaah! The blackguare!! 


posed to find him in 
that crowd?! 


A man was spying on us. He ran 
away. / chased him as far as the 
manor, but he managed to hide in 
the crowd waiting at the entrance. 


THERE, COMMANDER TRAV/S AND 
MAJOR BENSON ARE WAITING FOR 


7 he grate on the vent was 
removed. He left his screw- 
driver ...and this... 


An antennal... The antenna 
ofa small listening device. 


Our mysterious visitor & 


) f) must have broken it off 


A in his eagerness to run. 


Gentlemen, this is Squactron Leacler Blake 


from the RAF. He's just joined us. 


The best thing to clo /s to tel! 
Commander Travis. Besides, 
it’s time for an aperitif. 


COMPLETELY UNAWARE THAT 
THE SPY HAS QUIETLY DOUBLED 
BACK WITH AN ACCOMPLICE, 
THE PROFESSOR LEADS HIS 
FRIEND TOWARDS THE MANOR. 


We/ act tonight. 
Listen carefully... 


two of our most distinguished } 


 co//aborators: Mr Gordon Bluebell, mathematician 


and one of our first recruits, and Mr Zhang Hasso, 
who's recently arrived from Lhasa to offer his lin- i 
guistic skills. | 


THEM TO PARTAKE /N ONE OF THE/R 


SHADOW COMPANY'S RARE MOMENTS 
OF RELAXATION — THE PRE-DINNER. How alo you clo? _}\ An quac- 
= —=——S[S====>= = ron Leader. 
Professor! Squactron Leader! AS 


Please join us! 


| Some said he wanted to cut us off from 
the world to preserve our ancestral 


tradiitions. Others thought he wented 
to take over neighbouring China... 
Whichever of these suppositions is 
true, neither points towards a happy 
future and... 


= AS HE GETS BETTER ACQUAINTED WITH ZHANG 
HASSO, BLAKE ENQUIRES ABOUT THE LATEST 
} NEWS FROM THE MYSTERIOUS YELLOW EMPIRE. 


./ had just enough time to flee before the usurper 
Basam Damdu closed the borders. With no family, 
| decided to make a fresh start in England... 


ZZZ—ZEZ : 


What were the rumours of the 
Emperor's intentions? 
| | 7 ; 
AN GZas GS 


OF! Here's... /...1 think dinner is 
about to be served. Unti/ later, 
Squadron Leader. 


Was that an attempt at 
Well, gentlemen? Sure/s : Squadron Leader Blake, allow me to It's the main reason why Great ; ? 
you Ween ‘t going to ed ps ear Slavic languages specialist, Britain called upon ne skills it a sansa 
to dinner without me? OIONEL EIR: . — and Lord knows it needled _ 
them! Not at a//. A nation that 


Not to mention that | am also a chess isn't ready to admit that 


wrandmaster, acknowledged in Asia as ae : others could teach it much... 
Z direct hai Fs Brahh, Se essatl ha wane =e gee That nation would be guite 
SERIOUS COIS! arrogant, | believe. 


His remarkable skill at chess makes . 
Squadron Leader. And you're him an excellent analyst. He's already Most of his references come 
absolutely correct: there are helped us break several codes. Heed sects pi 
Z zi (Mi 1” 
many things | could teach you. ecb Elerar a“ Naz’ 
Let's not exaggerate. Our mathematicians Germany. Apparently, he 
had to correct several of his ‘intuitions’ worked/ in several Eastern 
before we could turn them into usable European countries as a 
models. translator and military 
instructor before making 
his way to England out of 
teleological conviction. 


Hmm... These are wise words, 


linguistic knowledge and his tactical insights have 
proved very useful on several occasions. 


mo | 
Dit 


“4 


Ladies andl gentlemen, dinner 2 STOMACH TO THEIR TROUBLE, THE MAJOR 


LEAVING THE SECRETARY AND HIS WEAK i 
; ” 4 
a verves 7 rapes Sn ne MAKES HIS. WAY TO THE DINING ROOM. 

| 


you're in luck tonight. The chef's — 
prepared a Scottish speciality: Er... My stomach has trouble digesting 


haggis, neeps and tatties! boiled offal, Major. A little green tea 
i ed halen will clo. Klee nich // go Jer a walk, 


if you clon’t mind... 


ee 


i 
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room Is so small and warm that | think we 
can dispense with our jackets! 


my gold cigarette holder . . 
[ “ital have left ofrmy | MI) at nce re he 


anyone at the end of 


departed father! It’s very 
0 and get some now; 
I geen te moe, Prat pels / won't bother 
Fortunately it seems Fy the meal. 
undamaged. 


Well... Just before | fled my country, 
en official limousine drove past me. 
Inside the vehicle, | saw one of the 
emperor's generals with a Westerner— 
2 civilian... 


Gentlemen, please be seated! Our dining = 


Te// me, Hasso... Earlier, 
/ got the impression that 
you'd preferred to have 


particular reason for that? 


stayed away from that 
Ee oh therea 


Wa’ I 


And I'm convinced that that man was none other 
si than the one | met again here, in Bletchley Park, 
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Withholding information that could be 
useful would be a real mistake. | trust you, 
Hasso. Place your trust in me iin return. 


7 rm 
! [ Did you drop some- ] 
a 


a} thing, Colone/? 


Not ‘something’, 
Professor... 


= y \\ 
Listen... / clon’t went any trouble. | have to 
share 2 hut with the colonel, and | clon’t want 


to meddle in ... what's none of my business. 


WHILE DINNER PROGRESSES IN THE 
MESS, AND TAKING ADVANTAGE OF HOW 
QUIET THE PARK IS AT THIS LATE HOUR, 
A MYSTERIOUS MESSENGER HAS JUST 
SLID AN ENVELOPE UNDERNEATH THE 
DOOR TO THE HUT THAT ZHANG HASSO 

AND COLONEL OLRIK ARE SHARING. 


[ Af | understand you correctly, Perhaps he dlistrusts my origins? 
that Ol/rik character barely You know, my situation in England © 


speaks to you outside working & Is hardly better than that of 
hours. That's strange! Japanese citizens in the United 


Gentlemen, the mess 
bar is ours until 40 pm. 
Let's enjoy it! 


| / see. If you notice anything suspicious 
pa co/one/, pie behest to 
B ca// this number. Use the call sign 


B ZH22, and the War Cabinet will put 
you in contact with me. Don't forget. 


Thank you, Squaclron = 
Leader. / won't. i 
\; ON 


1 —— 


States... 


Mai diwali Hi 


It’s not my place to give you advice, of This is no time for Duly noted, 
course, but | saw you talking to that ville oily! J quacron Colone/. 
Zhang Hasso. We share the same hut, Leader. I’ve learnt 

and I’ve been observing him closely. 


We//... 


Th ne. PN S 4 | 
= be 
Die «You've clecicled to giveme a ‘ c : 
adlvice anyway, yes? Think hard before z { A [ Wel, Lieutenant? | hope some fresh aim macle you ] 
i — entrusting them with ¥ A) feel better. | need my secretary to be in top 


. ” H 
mi a re any information. : : form! chs Fual teliers Majors S 
E — Thank you. 


to distrust those 


MEANWHILE, ZHANG HASSO 


| clo apologise, gentlemen. HAS RETURNED TO HIS HUI 
This place's so croweled,, it’s 
Impossible not to bump into 
someone... /'m terribly sorry. 


sy 
~<) 


ed 


NY 


. aa 
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Oh?! My key isn’t But | remember seeing Isn't there a saying I -.but not mel... = 
in my pocket! you lock the coor. that scientists are SS 
V always absent- : 
led? - 


A Ah, here it is! That's strange. 
r / usually put it in the other 
one... 


Some of my colleagues 
ermanently lost 
ought, yes... 


ee 
ifs omeone ‘s VY = Are you certain? | see My key ring also has the key 
been here: no signs of a break- for this chest of drawers, in 

| in, no disturbance which | put my plans. Whoever 

wes stole it to come in here may 


HK} paranoid scientist if you will, but | elways place a few 
innocent-/looking objects in specific spots when | leave 
an office. And I’can assure you, this rubber and pencil! 
have been moved... 


So thie is why my key mysteriously changed pockets \ 
during the course of the evening. Call it the habit of a 
Z| 


ave at Scafell. That doesn't change 

the fact that there's a spy about — lf an enemy spy Is at large in 

and that he must have been at Bletchley Park, the Germans 

the mess tonight! are sure to know we've cracked 
their Enigma code. Why on 


lei © /roubling...and strange. ¥ earth would they still be using 
It, then? 


obvious enemy... 


| No. They were merely sketches of the | | pa 
alr oe The pode Sei ype bes . ch oe vith fa 4 Me 
a) 


Uh-oh! Now this 


1s interestii 
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Well, Hasso?! Still at work? That's 
surprising for someone who's 
used to going to bed early... 


Er... / was about to, Colonel. |... 
Oh? What Is that? 


Golden Rocket, Swordfish... This ell looks 
very interesting. Your meagre attempt 
at espionage might actually prove useful, 
though. | just need to make copies of all 
this and | can call the military police. 
Of course, |/ have been forced to shoot 
you in self-defence after finding you 
with these stolen documents. 


We//, how ebout that! 
A volunteer spy! Then whet 
were you telling that Blake 
fellow at clinner tonight? 


What?! That envelope was 
adlelressed! to me but... I'm not 
dreaming — it's been opened! 


// have a copy of the plans, 
111 be ps cl @ Petrie 
and, to top it off, 1'// be 
rid of you. My master Basam 
Dama will be proud of me! 


Did you say ... Basam Damdu?! 
But then ... we're on the same 
stele, Colone/! 


Open your jacket and give me the 
contents you took./ promise you 
that this interview will end with 
@ single bullet from this Nagant 
if you con't obey. 


It’s true that | left my country out of 
fear of the new regime. But after 
arriving in England | discovered the 
Westerners’ contempt for our people. 
Our Emperor was right! So... So /'de- 
cieled to gather as much information 
es | could and bring it to our Supreme 
Leader at the end of this wer. 


Like all Englishmen, he’s wary 
of me because of my origins. 
So / made up a story for him 
about my reasons for escaping 
to the West ... hoping | could 
continue to gather information. 
He seemed to believe me. 


Interesting. Another recruit wouldn't 
go amiss — and | am section chief for 
the Empire's intelligence service iin 
Europe. But I'm warning you... If | find 
out thet you've lied to me, | will show 
you no mercy. 


Our work in England i's 
far from done. The Allies 
and Nazis must continue to 
weaken each other for as 
/ong 2s possible. It can only 
benefit our Emperor after 
this war. You understand 
that, | imagine? 


WITHOUT ANOTHER WORD, MAJOR BENSON TAKES 
THE TWO MEN TO COMMANDER TRAVIS‘S OFFICE. 


We were just informed that Berlin asked the Italians 
to check the number of Allied submarines in the 
Mediterranean. 


Ah! There you are! | was about to 
weke you up! We've just received 


some crucial information! Follow 
me. 


Which means that the Germans want to evaluate 


the risks of 2 landing in the south as opposed to 
one in Calais or Normandy... 


| = 
ye 
vat 
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Professor, you must go to Gibraltar 
immediately in order to cleploy your 
buoy network, Squactron Leacler Blake 
will be your pilot and your liaison 


officer. 


HAVING DISCUSSED THE 
PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS |4 
OF OPERATION NARWHAL, 
BLAKE AND MORTIMER ARE 
ABOUT TO LEAVE THEIR 
SUPERIORS. 


One last thing, 
gentlemen... 


-.We were on our way to 
notify you that our hut 
was visited by a spy curing 
dinner. He managed to 
temporarily borrow Pro- 
fessor Mortimer’s key. 
/ must advise you to keep 
@ close watch on the of fi- 
cers’ mess regulars... 


MEANWHILE, OLR/K AND 
HASSO HAVE GONE TO BED. 
EVERYTHING SEEMS QUIET 
INSIDE THEIR HUT. AND YET... 


Where are you going 


a Oh!... Nowhere in particular, 

alichessee dps Haso} Colonel |... / can't sleep. | usually 

go for a walk; the fresh air 
foes... 


/'m afraid you'll have to change 
your habits. Since you've entered 
my service, we'll go everywhere 
together, my clear chap. You, me 
.. and my good old Nagant. 


INSIDE HUT 4A, FRANCIS BLAKE 
AND PHILIP MORTIMER WONT 
BE GOING TO BED FOR A WHILE. 
THEY HAVE TO IRON OUT THE 
DETAILS OF THE PLAN THAT 
/§ TO BE PUT INTO ACTION 
THE NEXT DAY. 


Perfect./ have two more things to 
ask of you. Would you personally 
deliver this briefcase to Colone/ 
Longfellow, the commander of our 
Gibraltar base? Some information 
simply cannot be entrusted to racho 


\ 


| 
Re) 
al 


HH 
PAR 


TERETE 
Ta 


.-A//1 can clo is wish you We're reacly to go, 
good fortune, Squadron : Mayor. 


Thank you, Sie Eclward. 
. I 
S 


ea 


a 
Date! Tei | A 


SS 


i 
SUSUS SESE 21S 


Bi 


Longfellow has a copy of this Good luck, gentlemen. Don't 
phn need to ete it Once the buoys have been alroppeal forget that the success of our 
L} with you. lf by chance you were you will parachute onto The Rock i /nvasion of France clepends iin 
separated from the briefcase — you have the cooralinates. A contact great part on your mission. 
and someone tried to force the 5 will come and fetch you and take Se 
lock, the safety device would gj you to Colone/ Longfellow. Aside We will succeed, Major. 


spray acid inside, from those two men, no one knows OR Ors 
og i valed via i : — altar... F Ge Weill see you again after 
yy GOIny the victory, Major. 


AY 


f 


-. WHEN H/S_ ATTENTION 
/§ DRAWN TOWARDS A 
LARGE RED L/MOUSINE 
AS THEY PASS THE GARAGE. 
A LIMOUSINE THAT LOOKS 
REMARKABLY LIKE THE 
ONE HE'D NOTICED THE. 
OTHER NIGHT FROM HIS 
ROOM IN PARK LANE. 


At 


DISCOVERING THAT THE CAR HE RECALLS 
BELONGS TO COLONEL OLRIK, eb Balers 
BLAKE CANNOT HELP CONNECTING 
SEVERAL PEOPLE 
CERTAIN RECENT MEMORIES, En aE 
LIKE PIECES OF A PUZZLE. NCOUNTERED I 


YY MLL 


.-/NCREASINGLY 
CONVINCED THAT 
SUSPICIOUS LINKS 
EXIST BETWEEN 
THEM. BUT WHAT 
MANNE} 


FOR NOW THE IMPORTANT THING 

/§ TO FOCUS ON THEIR MISSION. 

AFTER AN UNEVENTFUL TRIP, THE 
LORRY HAS ALREADY REACHED 


t 
as 
fe 


of 


i 


bs 
=i 
. - 4 


Off we go, old chap! 
We're going to see this 
mission through to the 
end! 


I'm ready, Francis. 
Let’s go. 


CAUGHT /N HIS COGITATIONS, BLAKE 
DECIDES NOT TO WORRY HIS FRIEND 
MORTIMER WITH DOUBTS THAT, DEEP 
DOWN, HE STILL HOPES WILL PROVE 


[TL aah 


Heal lah P94 


-- ALONG WITH A TEAM OF 
SOLDIERS WHO SWIFTLY LOAD 
THE CRATES CONTAINING THE 
SECRET BUOYS INTO THE 
CATALINA’S HOLD. 


BY THE TIME EVENING COMES, THE ENGLISH COAST HAS 
LONG SINCE DISAPPEARED BEHIND THE CATALINA... 


a, 
> 


Fortunately, this aircraft's 
operational range Is impressive. 
Almost 4,000 miles with a hght 


load! 


Apity such a beautiful machine 
won't be returning... 


Hello? Monkey, this is Narwhal... 
We're approaching the zone. 
Do you read me? | repeat... 


True, but it’s a small price 
to pay if discretion, at the 
start and end of our jour- 
ney, secures the success of 
our mission. 


UNTIL THE SPANISH There's the coast of Portugal. It’s an 
COAST BECOMES VISIBLE IN enormous cletour, but consiclering Portu- 
THE DISTANCE. MEANWHILE, guese neutrality and the ambiguous at- 

MORTIMER HAS UNPACKED titude of Spain's Franco regime, the 
THE BUOYS. orders were to take no chances and fly 
around the Iberian peninsula. 


AT THE END OF AN 
UNEVENTFUL FLIGHT UNDER 
RADIO-SILENCE CONDITIONS, 
THE PATROL PLANE FINALLY 
ARRIVES IN SIGHT OF THE 

STRAIT OF GIBRALTAR. 


Time to switch the wireless 
back on and! warn our contact. 


Narwhal, this is Monkey. Acknowledged. 
/'m ready to make sure the sky ’s clear for 
you over the operational zone. Just give 
the word. 


to st! 


—— I 
Philip, we have a green ligh Then let's jump AND THE CATALINA DIVES TOWARDS THE WATER... 
Are you ready? 


Ready! 


..BEFORE LEVELLING UP A SCANT 45 FEET ABOVE THE WAVES, /N ORDER 
TO ESCAPE THE NUMEROUS RADARS PRESENT IN THAT STRATEGIC REGION. 


.-AND SLOWLY 
DESCENDS TO THE 
PROGRAMMED 
DEPTH... 


«WHERE SOON /T WILL PLAY ITS 
ROLE AS AW ALLIED SUBKARINE FOR DROPPED IN A PATTERN STMULATING A VAST 
DEPLOYMENT OF ALLIED SUBMARINES OVER 
THE WHOLE G/BRALTAR AREA. 


Buoy 24... Gol... 


That was the last one, Francis! /MMEDIATELY, THE PILOT DIRECTS HIS AEROPLANE UP, ~TOWARDS THE ROCK OF GIBRALTAR, 
7 if WHERE THE POWERFUL SEARCHLIGHT 
ny) GAINING ALTTUDE TO RESUME HIS ORIGINAL HEADING... BEAMS OF ANTI-AIRCRAFT BATTERIES 
SWEEP BACK AND FORTH ACROSS 


) THE NIGHT SKY. 
: oO 


COMMANDING BATTERY C IS A YOUNG AND Quiet, you /ot! D’you hear something? Like an engine 
NERVOUS CAPTAIN MILLAN. AT THE LAST M/NUTE noise drifting from the ea. 
HE'S JUST REPLACED LIEUTENANT JONES, WHOS d 
BEEN TAKEN /LL. NO ONE'S HAD THE TIME TO BRIEF 
HIM ABOUT THIS NIGHT'S UNUSUAL AIR TRAFFIC. 


Blimey! The anti-aircraft defence is 
impressive. It’s a good thing Major 
Benson's arrangements will allow us 
to pass without incident... 


Captain Millan! I've got it! Medium-sized 
two-engine craft, coming from the east... 


The clevil! Our own ack-ack Is Monkey, this 1's Narwhal! Your Narwhal, this is Monkey! | see it! 
shooting at us?! We have to flak is after us! Hello? Come Battery Cs being overzealous! 
contact our man on the ground, ia, Monkey! Hold tight; I'll get them to stop. 
Philip, it’s our only chance! _ ? 


BUT ONE LAST SHELL HAS BEEN FIRED... 


Captain! This plane's one of ours! Speci! operation. 
Orders from the top: cease fire! 


Rudder's gone! But we're almost aN It’s going to crash. Follow it with a 
at the vee point. Don’t forget \ the tearhlights and estimate the 0g Lora 
the wireless set, then jump! 1/// coordinates of the impact point. 
be right behind you! ‘ , We must send search and rescue!... 


) Thank God they managed 
to bail out in time! 


BENEATH THEM, THE TWO PARA- 
CHUTISTS SEE THE FAMOUS CONCRETE 


WALL BUILT BY GIBRALTAR‘S AUTHORITIES ¥ 


TO COLLECT RAINWATER. THEY KNOW 
THEY SIMPLY MUST LAND ABOVE 
THAT SLOPE. 


RC 


Hello, Philjp! All's well? | 


FOR PROFESSOR 
MORTIMER THE DANGER 
/§ AVOIDED... 


FAILURE TO DO SO WOULD 
MEAN A VERTIGINOUS — AND 
LETHAL — SLIDE. 


( R 
Aid WAS = 
EVEN IF THE 
: LANDING IS ROUGH. 


Hole on, Francis! 
/’m coming! 


No! You're drifting! 
Aim higher! Higher! 


IN) THE WINDS, HOWEVER, HAVE 
BEEN LESS KIND TO SQUADRON J 
) LEADER BLAKE... 


By Saint Geo 
too far from 


La 


N Professor Mortimer, | presume? | 

‘Monkey’... Although [hope / cont & 
5 have anything in common with those 

blasted animals — they infest this... ) 

E LAS Thank you, but... Heavens, (| 

What...?! Philp! ( By A] 00k! Frencis’s parachute \ae 

What's going on? i US “5 going! He'//... Quick!... ‘3 


Ep HUTE HAS ALMOST 6 Follow closely and quietly. . 
d ENTIRELY WORKED ITSELF FREE el Watch the small rocks that You can leave your equipment 
WHEN MORTIMER MANAGES cover the path. One stumble here. Keep your head down. 
GRAB THE SKIRT. : = on this ridge and it's death, Most of these natural galleries 
= = T, Well, dear fellows, 5 } have been widened and made 
AS ~—} that was too close! ‘¢ . usable by our engineers, but... 


yY 


Bian, 


“7 


down several hundreds 


f = y ia aa 
of them. TR Thank you, Dutton. Gentlemen, 
= welcome to Gibraltar! 


.most of them must have Careful on the stairs! The | Picking them up wasn't easy, Colones, but here Bl 
been rather short! steps are only roughly are Squadron Leader Blake and Professor 
a 


carved, and we have to go , . H Mortimer, safe andl sound! = 


i 


Tap 
Cost 


ae re gony ¥ 
ee | SS 
> 

<<f 

xs 


= 
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/'m Colone/ Longfellow, commane- ¥ 
er of this base. | must congrat- } 

ulate you on your bravery, || 
gentlemen. 


You're clefinitely in Major Benson's 

good books./ don’t care much for 
preferential treatment, but, well... 
As long as you remain discreet. 


Don’t worry, Colonel. And 
thank you again for your 


THE GERMAN LISTENING POSTS 
/N THE MEDITERRANEAN THEN 
INTERCEPT THE MESSAGES AND SEND 
THEM TO THE/R HEADQUARTERS. 


Here we are. It rained 
yesterday, so it’s still 
very damp, but the 

position in relation to 

the buoys Is idleal. 


[ il p ’, 
Gentlemen, we're al/ aware of the oo 
urgency of the situation, so | won't PACk2G ee: 


THESE ENEMY EXCHANGES, 
AND SO QUICKLY OBTAINS THE 


= E SS aS 
Hurrah! Everything seems iin 
perfect working order! 
~ =~ 


keep you any further. Sergeant 
Dutton will take you to your buoy 
contro/ station. Good /uck! 


md Cw 


ens 


a 


ae 
ieee 


a a 
| /N BLETCHLEY, STATION X IN ..7O THE WAR CABINET /N LONDON. | 


TURN INTERCEPTS AND DECODES [ero 2 


f That's it, Major! Operation Narwhal ¥¢ 
Us uncler way! 


EXPECTED CONFIRMATION, 
WHICH IS /MMEDI/ATELY 
FORWARDED... 
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The narwhal's horn is a perfectly 
functional sensory organ’... 
Unelerstood, Lieutenant Clarke. 
We're continuing. 


How strange. What is the 
meaning of those light 
signals? One on the left, 
one on the right... 


Gentlemen! The other sidle clidn’t 
wait long before reacting! 
Come back! 


With your permission, gentlemen, and 
now that we know the technology works, 
I'm going to allow myself a few puffs 
of my Old Navy. 


By al! means, Philip. You've earned it. 
11 take over here. 


This is very peculiar. | know the cliff 
and/ its galleries well, but | clicln’t know 
there was an access there. Actually, as 
far as | know, there is no opening... 


The Germans have just asked the 
Italians of the Salo Republic to send 
some bombers over our buoys’ area. 
Philip, activate the decoys. 


And yet, there’s got to be 
one. At any rate, this isn’t 
Morse codle. The way the left 
and right flashes alternately 
Is rather specific. 


HAVING REACHED THE/R ATTACK ZONE, THE ITAL/AN BOMBERS DIVE .-7O DROP THEIR 2,400 POUNDS OF BOMBS... 
TOWARDS THE CALM WATERS OF THE STRAIT OF GIBRALTAR... 


{ 


...OVER WHAT THEY THINK \i 

1S A CONCENTRATION OF 
ALLIED SUBMARINES. 

7 Yi 1 { 


| 


The bombing has started. 


«WHICH RISES TO THE THE /TALIAN PILOTS MESSAGE |S 
That was fast!... 


IMMEDIATELY, THOSE QUICKLY INTERCEPTED BY ALLIED 
BUOYS SELECTED BY TEE RE Aa LISTENING POSTS, FORWARDED AND 


4 ye f THE PROFESSOR FOR THEN DECODED IN BLETCHLEY PARK, 
1e's up to you, Philp. Now's THEIR PROXIMITY TO AAV OAR ERENT AND FINALLY SENT TO LONDON. 
the time to use your ace jn THE BOMBS’ IMPACT FROM THE WAR ROOMS, LIEUTENANT 
the hole. POINT RELEASE A Oil slick on the surface. CLARKE CONFIRMS THE NEWS TO 


Goud Be witb cast SPECIAL DYE... A submarine’s been hit! SERGEANT DUTTON. 
: - | repeat... It’s a complete success! The Italians 


iar are convinced that they hit an actual 
submarine! 


This validates the existence of our Sometiring wrong Rhiljer Very wrong incleed. | think I’ve They're repeating ... 
buoys. They need to continue moving deciphered the code for the that our buoys are 
and exchanging messages ... and our signals on the cliff. It's a simple only clecoys! 
enemies willbe thoroughly convinced version of a code called the 

that something important is afoot in Z Polybius square. 

the Mediterranean. 


~~ possible. How can we get up there? 


— There! Famed tent By the devil! They're still transmitting! . there may be away to... 
~S NS We have to stop them as quickly as 


Fortunately, every cave in the 
Rock 1's equipped with these! 


Confouned/ it! Our spy’s been spotted! Bang on target, Sergeant! The light signals have D 
7) a pte guards ty be here soon! stopeed ci ag lon caveat’ that 
place. I'm sure of it. We 


Let's go! 


a need to te// the colonel. 


And we can’t note down the ‘ 


} 

ft 

message because of those 

couele! What pea ae d I 
e 


They were using a basic 
Polybius square, where the 
letters of the alphabet 
are arranged in the usual 
order. Here, /ook... 


By Yes, Colonel. The signals were 
|| coming out of the rock there. 
| But there's no opening at that 
/ocation. | don’t anloncdanel 


Lieutenant? Sorry to wake you up. 


Go and fetch Captain Musgrave 
forthwith, Tell him to immediately 
place three guards 

before the 

Tracer’ cloor 

before he 

Joins us. Heil! 

understand. 


As you know, our position 
on the Rock Is a veritable 
beachhead into the Medliter- 
ranean. Starting in 1944, 
military authorities have 
had a secret observation 
post carved into the rock in 
order to be able to activate 
Operation Tracer, should 
the need arise. 


Each letter of the alphabet corresponds 
to its coordinates in the square. The left 
flashes represented the numbers on the 
grids vertical axis. They had to be combined 
with the right-hand ones, which represented 
the numbers on the horizontal axis. So, each 
combination points to a letter. For example, 
two flashes on the left and three on the 
right mean the letter ‘H’. 


Rather easy to crack, this 
code, don’t you think? 


Incleed. This one was invented 
by the Greek general and 
historian Polybius in the 24 
century BC. No one uses it 


The location Sergeant Dutton 
pointed at is the opening of the 
secret Tracer’ room, isn't it? 
Come in, Musgrave! 
/ need 2 confirmation. 
Yes. Colonel. | went with the 
guards you asked me to post 
at its entrance. The door was 
closed. No signs of 2 break-in... 
/ don’t understand. 


Once the room is walled up, the 
only opening will be 2 tiny view 
hole of 6 by 12 inches, allowing 
for continued observation of 
the Strait. No one will know that 
those men are there, and they 
can keep sending information 
over the wireless ... praying that 
the Rock will be recaptured by 
the Allies before the year is out. 


If the enemy succeeds in 
taking Gibraltar, that room 
will be occupied by six volun- 
teers who will be forgotten’ 
in their hiding hole before 
the evacuation of our troops. 
They will have provisions 
ferone year. No more. 
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Which is probably what 
our spy had in mind... 
He may not be as naive as 
it seems. 


were sent from? 


Sergeant, are you certain 
about the spot the signals 


Gentlemen, Captain Musgrave 
is going to revea/ a top-secret 
military plan. Needless to say, 
that secret will also bind you 
. for life. 


| /s there a complete list of everyone | 
[| who knew about the operation and 


the presence of that room? 


/1/ ask my secretary to bring 
the file from the safe. 


Lieutenant! Fetch From memory, apart from Captain Musgrave, Completely, Squadron Leadler. Those 
me the Tracer file two other superior officers and myself, no one two officers dlied in 2 bombardment a 
‘rom the safe. was given the details of the operation. The six w weeks after the plan was finalised. 
It’s urgent. volunteers themselves don’t know where the | buried them myself. 
hicleout is. And... with all due respect to those 
two officers, Colonel, do you vouch 
for their discretion? 


Rasps 
Keds 


\ 


(SS 


di 


a 


_ Dk 


Not iin my presence at 


ee I What about you Lieu- least, Captain. It was 


j . 
Suni Al tee ee) Sone tenant? Are you certain still in its place at the 
no one’s consulted this back of the safe. 


you pa ial 1 file since 1944? 


in the safe... 


The list confirms what | told you. No one e/se 
wes tole. 


at\ 


They're brothers. Twins, actually. / have complete 

Lieutenant Clarke's face i's eerily Conralance in the lacl. Why cdo jou ask? - * toe Mea Bonhend 
familiar In fact, he looks very much reinfir ob 4 ts ech mi) 
tike a pearl Harvey Clarke who No reason, Colonel. | merely wanted to make in front of the Tracer 
works with Major Benson. Are you sure | still had 2 good eye for faces. With room and arrange 
@ ite re of any kinship between your permission, we'l/ return to our post now. 2 guret investigation. 
them...! The buoys must continue to exchange messages. The intrudler who got 

insicle must be dliscov- 
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ees 
You may be able to fool the colonel, Sergeant, do you know of 2 place where 
Francis, but | can tell when you we could talk in private? 
have something at the back of 
yout mine |. Just 2 little more 
z patience, Phi 


.. And now, here in Gibraltar, we 
meet Brandon Clarke, Harvey's 
twin brother end personal sec- 
retary to Co/one/ Longfellow ... 
who's had access to the Tracer 


file. 


Another thing: even though he wes supposed 
to have been asleep, Brandon Clarke was 
fully and properly dressed — unlike Captain 
Musgrave, who hadn't had time to put on his 
tre ...o the colonel, who didn’t put on his 
uniform at all. Finally, if | were to te// you 
that Clarke's shoes... 


seat and listen 
carefully. 


.had mud stains on them when we saw 
him... right after forcing the spy to 
quickly leave his secret spot, whose access 


/ think, Squadron 
Leader, that there 
are enough elements 
here to warrant 
paying Lieutenant 
Clarke 2 visit. 


Is no doubt as damp 
as the cave we were 
in... What cle you think, 
you whose shoes still 
bear mud marks? 


. Behind their facade of loyal secretaries 
and dedlicated linguist, those Clarke brothers 
and thet Colonel O/rik must be hicling some- 
thing —Id stake my life on it! But | con't un- 
derstand how Colonel Longfellow and Major 


Benson could be involved... 


To be honest, Sergeant, | wes counting 
on you to discreetly guicle me to the 
fellow's room. 


Be} «6A FEW MINUTES LATER, THE THREE 
MEN ARE STANDING OUTSIDE THE DOOR 
— TO BRANDON CLARKE’S ROOM. 


a SSS SE 3 
BS Lieutenant? It's Sergeant Dutton. 

Squadron Leader Blake would VS 
like to talk to you. 


No answer... What Yes?... What.can The thing !s ... | really must get back to the 
clo we do? | clo for you? colonel/’m on duty and shouldn't even be 


here. | only stopped by my room to... 
Could we have a few fos seal held 
minutes of your time, 
Lieutenant? We need 
your help. 


/ clon't know if there's 
anything wrong yet, 
Lieutenant, but ... what 


deed. The Colone/ Wed like to know the content Quite so... See for yourself: thread, 

y kee of the packages your brother needlles, chocolate, laces, anew pair of 

sent you through Major Benson's braces... All little things that we can’t 

.On his people's shoes being diplomatic case’. find in Gibraltar and thet my brother, 

well, saat in the eid in to ere tage ag piper ened 

the next clay, rather than 2 me from Lonalon when he gets the 

ae covercel with mud gis va ¢ fee vail chance. What's wrong with that? 
fist thing in the morning. nn siaene: Bae: x 

/ can understand that. — 


=== 


. Francis, ma} 
We// ... as you can see, It’s a ruler. za 
/ use it sometimes when | write my \ men 
reports. Why such 2...? Y he 4) 


y 1? BUT THEN, TOTALLY UNEX- 
PECTEDLY, CLARKE. FACE CHANGES. 
E>) THE DUTIFUL, SHY SECRETARY TURNS ¥ 
hee S INTO A WILD BEAST AND CHARGES 
TOWARDS THE DOOR WITH A 
f SCREAM OF RAGE. | 


Gh /t’s strange. Your brother uses 7. : he 
the exact same one, with a hex- Z y ; Dw we ey 
agonal cut; to point at maps dluring : BM Rezahh! Out of my way! 
Fis presentations. It never leaves 


You said you received new braces, Lieutenant. 
Could | have 2 look at them? 


This object i's sometimes 
called “Plutarch’s staff. 
It's the most ancient way 
to send secret messages. 
Plutarch wrote that it was 
first used by the Spartans 
in around 400 BC! 


Ha! Ha! He! Because you think 
| hole the Axis in higher esteem 
than the English?! 


Stay where you are, Clarke! 
By attempting to flee, you've 
as good as confessed. You're 
under arrest. 


/t was when you said that this 
fellow’s brother had the same 
staff that | understood. The 
system requires two perfectly 
ielentical scytales in order to 

pass on the message, which i's 

written on a strip wrapped 
around the first staff. Taken 

off it, the strip will display an 
incomprehensible sequence of 
letters ...until it can be wrapped! 
around the twin staff. 


Just as | thought... There are 
faint letters written on the back 
of these braces. lf you wrap them 
around this staff, known asa 
scytale, you should obtain... 


After the Polybius square used 
earlier to send the light signals, 
I'd been thinking about those 
secret codes from Classical times 
that the Bletchley Park specialists 
had told me about. That was how 
/ undlerstood so quickly. 


. Urgent —Tell the Italians signals 
ave clecoy—the new Mediterranean 
Allied submarines are fake.’ 


You're pathetic, Squadron 
Leader. Do you really think 
you can arrest me? 


So it would appear. Why 
don’t you start by telling 
me why you're collabo- 
rating with the Nazis and 
the ltalians? 


You couldn't be more 
wrong. Those naive fools 
that we manipulate, just 
like you, are mere tools 
to us... Mere tools! 


Goodbye ... blasted! English!... Goodbye, 
cursed Germans... Let a...new empire 
rise... Gaarg/... 


Captain Hamilton confirmed that he did warn 
| the War Cabinet that the American towed sonar 


BLAKE MAKES CONTACT WITH would be arriving aboard the Diourbeh He sent 


THE /NTREPIO. the trawler’s intencled route himself... 


. Obviously. It’s mandatory procedure, 
of course... Thank you. Yes... 1’// keep 
you informed. 


/ need one /ast piece of evidence. 
For that, | must contact the /ntrepi/ 
immediately! 


Come with me. There's a wireless 
set in the colonel’s secretariat. 


..to Lieutenant Harvey 
Clarke! 


SSL 
THe WAR. rook ; pL DING- owe pain 
> P THE WAR ROOMS DING-DONG/{ One moment, 
p soe eet ae jee ad FORWARD BLAKE'S sasNol? Harvey Clarke?! | can’t be- at the door te ee / rie 


it was a Ghost’ that should be : 
: CALL TO PARK LANE, 4... Yes, yes... 4 
left to the mercies of German WHERE MAJOR a i as Mi as eaia alone in the house... !'// see who 


U-boats. We have confirmation hs : wi 
that both brothers are traitors. BoE We von = ie aus ne right back. Stay on 


/ must warn Major Benson. 


THE OLD MAJOR CANNOT HIDING HIS FURY, THE MAJOR Major! Wart! Has Harve 
HELP BUT FEEL OVERWHELMED INVITES LIEUTENANT CLARKE /N Chrke bi ich evrived A 
WITH SHAME. HE, CONAN BENSON, morning, AND RETURNS TO THE PHONE TO ‘ 4, 2... Ph 
RIGHT-HAND MAN OF ADMIRAL Major I've CONCLUDE HIS CONVERSATION. Re ee rs Sele ms it 
GRAY AND THE PRIME MINISTER, Brought you the Leh piust Be cerepal 
HOODWINKED BY THAT YOUNG latest bulletins se MEUEED: 
TRAITOR... from the War Thank you for your information, 
‘Rooms. uadron Leader. You've done 
7 sterling work. Better than mine, 
evidently... Now | must go. My aide 
has just arrived. 


Thank you, Blake. 
11 take care of 


this personally. 


Before | hand you over to the military police, STUNNED, THE MAJOR 
you're going to tell me why you turned traitom. WITNESSES ‘NICE HARVEY’ 
ae for whom! Talk, Harvey! Or | swear... 1'/ SUDDENLY TURN INTO A 
ny yee: - What? bees the coward who ONES ole ON 
abancloned his troops in the midelle of a mission - 
—you dare ask me ees guestions? iz, who ac- 
cepted the Military Cross you won by sacrificing Choke on your cursed 
your men’s lives? medial, Benson! 


| thought of you as 2 son. After the regrettable accident 
that befell your father during the Great War, | swore 
| support you end your brother. When you came to me 
in 1940, | chdn’t hesitate to take you as my personal aide. 
| backed your brother's posting request with Colone/ 
Longfellow. And you... 


ill! ll 


E— BA 


It’s too late for ... me, dear. Listen to... 
what | have to say ... while | can say It... 


SaaS SS 


Good Lord! Dear Conan! 
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= pear 


LONDON FOR 20 MINUTES AND A DESERTED, DOCK 
MAKING SURE THAT NO ONE IS 7] Rel 
FOLLOWING HIM, THE COLONEL... / 

iat 


“So /ong, Lieutenant. 
Best regards to your 
father... 


ADMIRAL GRAY HAS SUMMONED LIEUTENANT- 
COLONEL STEWART MENZIES, HEAD OF THE INTELLIGENCE 
SERVICE, SO THEY CAN BOTH DEBRIEF SQUADRON 
LEADER BLAKE AND PROFESSOR MORTIMER. 
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incompetents or clead weights in'the 
Emperor's secret service. 


Well... First step, let Hasso know 
that |'// be picking him up at 

Bletchley Park tonight. Second, 
leave England and return to Lhe- 
sa as quickly as possible. Staying in 
Europe would be unhealthy... 


WG a 


We've received confirmation that Operation 
Narwhal was a success. The Germans have re-| ; 
abe 2 large number of U-boets to Gibraltar, 


But | wasn’t able to save Major Benson's life... . : pe Si 
He didn’t deserve such 2 tragic end. # Agent Hasso managed to hide this Pa ey ees 
— declan ve in@atiin Eletciiey ~ killed by a bullet from a Nagant 
He dlied a soldier. Rest assured Park before’ ire vanishedtiln M1895, which Hasso confirmed as 
we won't forget that. ped Se $s pelea a being Olrike’s weapon of choice — the 
an Z his ik Jon fia via Laie / co/one/ called our agent to announce 
pa as oe seba b nay feneane? that they were /eaving for Lhasa. 
beteval'to Beccitl Ding 9 Hasso wrote his last report, in which 
‘i i he claimed he would keep informing 
us, using the codename ZH2Z2 | gave 

him in Bletchley Park. 


Your report mentions that the two brothers worked in close 
collaboration with that Olnik fellow, who is himself suspected 
of espionage and sabotage for the Yellow Empire. Tell me about 
the letter you got from ... Hasso, is that it? 


l 


. P p ..end how important it i's that your i , ace 

i si ooper fee Ss next mission succeeds. Your Si saab teow (| ceceie Hee eone our aluty It's exactly midnight: 

vec GSD EM ia? must be ready as soon as possible. At this time, on 6% June 1944, and thanks to 

mandges i to cause a les to i He as the success of your mission, | can tell you that 

mae, t earage fot sit ve on se ee ite E My team and | are close, : Operation Overlord has begun — the invasion 

pind raat al aga Admiral Have faith in us. r| of Normandly. Let us pray that the suffering to 

pire... .| come will be the last that men inflict on each 
EEE SS I 


This confirms the reality of the 
threat posed by Basam Damdu... 


May | have a word, 
Squadron Leader? 
Of course, Mrs Benson. 
5 rN 
A % LORY gol 


B 


i My husband saw a worth He felt guilty with regards During 2 dangerous mission in the 7 Zircass 
Aleit you, one with 2 bright k toidse. boys becatoe ee Bl fa) “orth of France, my husband realised! ee yaaa 
future. He was never wrong been, quite involuntarily, 8 that terrain reconnaissance had ys fi pase ts his commancosall! 
Pi] about people ... apart from responsible for the death been botched by headquarters. Is collins weneiieadl Thoved 
13) those Clarke brothers. of their father at the end He dlecided to leave his menina been outflanked by an enemy, ihe 
of the First World War. safe place and goon alone to blow that had left them no chance — 


ae bridge end stop a German neither to fight nor to surrender. 
counterattack. 


There were rumours... That my husband Oh? You noticed it in the guest room? It's that 

hid even es he sent his men to be slaugh- very medal that the Clarke brothers despised 

tered... Fortunately, a captured German him for. In the end, it cost him his life... i 
prisoner confirmed seeing Conan reach your means. The major would J] Just say 
the target bridge alone! That was how he Y , yr have liked thet ... and | won't | YOSors 
wes finally decorated for his bravery. = Is ees feel as lonely. What clo you | 


yA The Military Clas aeh two bars... 

So that's what it was for? 

, 7 = a { ! I Jou] 
par 


think? 


By the way, Admiral Gray told me that you | 
were going to be posted in London. | imagine | 
you'll need lodgings in the 

city? 


A LITTLE OVER TWO YEARS GO BY BETWEEN D-DAY, THE NORMANDY LANDINGS... 
ERT WAY 1845 


te D 
, 


FRANCE: 
The prime minister will speak at 3 p.m. and the King at 9 p.m. ANNOUNCES HIS Ruste Te ULE 


"_rormeswownr semniss —— | THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 
CLEMENT ATTLEE AND THE LABOUR PARTY es 


WIN THE ELECTIONS! EXTREME DIPLOMATIC TENSION BETWEEN 
cumumerarttsemicows ne wisren: THE WEST AND THE YELLOW EMPIRE! 


THE UNITED STATES DROPS AN ATOMIC | THE USURPERBASADAMDU, SELF PROCLAIMED EMPEROR OFT 
BOMB ON HIROSHIMA, JAPAN! REJECTS THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S DISARMAMENT DEMANDS! 
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...Our agent Hasso works directly for Colonel Olrik, who has become head of 
the Intelligence Service and the dictator's military advisor. Hasso has even 
managed to get promoted to the rank of Captain in Basam Damdlu's army. 
| have absolute trust in him. 


..AND A CERTAIN EVENING IN SEPTEMBER 1946. 
IN LONDON, THE PRIME MINISTER HAS CONVENED AN 


AD-HOC CABINET COMMITTEE AT 40 DOWNING STREET. opinion, Colone/ 


Menzies? 


rEg 


My men have detected signs of tension among 
the indlivicluals we've been watching for three 
years —the so-called fifth columns — as well 
as increased message traffic. Something 
important Is in the books — in that | concur 
with Squadron L.../ mean Captain Blake. 


With a// due respect, Prime 
Minister, | don’t understand 
this hesitation. All our infor- 
mation Is consistent. An attack 
seems imminent and we must 
mobilise our forces withoi 

delay. 


Adlmiral! If we were to attack 
ly] the Yellow Empire first, those 
communist pigs would be only 
I too happy to take their side 
and try to eliminate us. Would! 
we be able to wage a war on 
two fronts? 


a 7 


= 


if 


Gentlemen! A little restraint! 
The Chancellor of the Ex- 


Pm 


eel 


Chancellor, are you insinuating 
that your desire to keep your 
budget under contro/ and 
secure your government's 
re-election takes priority 
I over our citizens’ safety? 
= 


Admiral, you've received 2 budget for the 


chequer and the Foreign L] bases of Scafel! andl Hormuz. Make good 
Secretary are right. We are | use of it. Colone/ Menzies, continue gathering 


ja a complex situation. In any I 
case, we can alo nothing without {i} 
the agreement of the United 


Nations Organisation. 
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as much intelligence as possible and keep 
us informed hourly, while Mr Bevin will 
expound on our fears before the UNO's 


new Security Council. 


Mobilise?! Our finances are |i 
depleted and public opinion \ | 
has barely recovered from 
the war. It would be suicide 
for Mr Attlee to propose... 


ou, Captain Blake, 


[ht As for you, Captain Blake, 
il / must encourage you to do 
your utmost in order to 
complete the Swordfish 
project as quickly as possible. 
Gentlemen, I’m counting on 


all of you. 


Having to adopt 2 different uniform 
hes Bready opened my eyes. That said, we have little choice 
but to obey the government. 
Y Incleedl. The RAF clidn’t want to let you go, but we Colone/ Menzies, keep me in- 
= were dletermined to acquire you for the Security stantly apprised of anything 
Politics sometimes has its reasons that reason knows Service, and so transferring you to the Army new your informants discover. 
nothing of... You will soon realise that, Captain. was the only solution. The loss of rank i's only 1 
Al temporary — smoothing ruffled feathers and 
| ZA | al/ that. 


; Hello? nH 
A fora ack ty Saf eee (Ea 
Jmmediiztely and tell Professor Mortimer Cpe BATT MAC oH i 
os | seid | yore cantnga hn - MORTIMER SHUT N SCAFELL. i : mi 
ofa surprise attack, well/ follow the = ae! = L 
plan and I'// get to Hormuz. eels Driiin gl = <a 
a) Driting! tL : 
sss 
— 
—~ 
Bs a 
SF) a 
— | 


ey 
How ali your meeting go?... Oh! Trans- Come on, Lieutenant. Let's go to Scafell. 
ferred to the Army? Well, congratula- 
tions... What's that?... No, no. If you're Right you are, Captain. 
coming back tonight, I'l] wait for you... 
Have 2 good flight, old chap! 
] 


- 


| AS CAPTAIN BLAKE'S PLANE TAKES \ 
OF HEADS NORTH-WEST... |% 


4 TIMER HAS SWITCHED ON THE TRANSMITTER THAT WILL ALLOW THE ENEMYS 
AIR RAID TO PINPOINT THE LOCATION OF THE SECRET BASE AT SCAFELL. 


ARE CAPTAIN BLAKE'S 5 | 3 a 
FEARS JUSTIFIED? IS THE : Hee AD ee, ae 
ee aol NEXT PART OF THIS STORY: 


SET THE WESTERN WORLD THE SECRET OF THE 
ABLAZE?... SWORDFISH! 
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Yves Sente André Juillard 


Based on the characters of EDGAR P. JACOBS 


1919. Colonel Lawrence — Lawrence of 
Arabia — has an unpleasant meeting with an 
MI5 agent who confiscates his manuscript of 
The Seven Pillars of Wisdom. 35 years later, 
Oxford is shocked by a series of burglaries at 
the Ashmolean Museum, at the same time 
as Blake learns of the death of an old friend. 
The captain begins an investigation, while 
Mortimer looks into the thefts... But what 
dark connection does all of this have with 
Lawrence and Blake’s own past? 


André Juillard is a celebrated artist with a career spanning more than 
35 years. He has worked on famous series such as “Les Sept Vies de 
LEpervier” and “Masquerouge.” In 1996, he was awarded the Grand 
Prix at the Angouléme festival. 


Yves Sente began writing scripts in 1999. He has already acquired 
considerable clout, being chosen as successor to Jean Van Hamme 
for the series “Thorgal” (with Grzegorz Rosinski) and “XIII” 
(with louri Jigounov), and working with Jean Van Hamme on 
“Blake & Mortimer.” 
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HAVING RUN TOTHE FRONT DESK, 
THE CAPTAIN REQUESTS A CALL BE 
PLACED TOTHE NUMBER PROFESSOR 
MORTIMER GAVE HIM... 


A MINUTE LATER, THE PHONE RINGS 
INTHE BUTLER’S OF FICE OF LORD 
RATHMORE’S RESIDENCE, AT THE 
HEIGHTS OF HIGH WYCOMBE. 


/ beg you, try to make Lora! Rathmore come 
back to the house. With or without Lord 
Devlin. But don’t leave him alone until | get 
there, do you understand?... Perfect... 
/’m counting on you. 


Philip, listen to me ... | don’t have time to 
exp/ain anything at the moment. Just one 
thing: most likely there'// be other thefts at 
the Ashmolean, but | clon’t know what items 
will be targeted. Make sure surveillance is 
increased at the museum until | arrive. 1'// 
call you back as soon as | can. See you soon! 


I’m sorry, sie His 
Lordship 1's out... 
Sorry, sir, but I’m 
not authorised to 


tell you..../ be. 
pe ala 


For the last time, for 
heaven's sake! 1’m 
Captain Blake of MI5. 
This is an of ficial cal). 
/t’s a question of life 
and death for Lord 
Rethmore.| must know 
where he /s — and 


Hop in, David! 1'/ give you a rough 
outline of the case during the 
half-hour you have to get us to 
High Wycombe! 


THE OATH OF THE FIVELORDS 


/ don’t want to impose on you, miss, but 
could you place another ca// for me? 
It's a matter of life and death! 


Ahem... |n that case... His Lordship 
Joined Lord Devlin for a spot of 
hunting... Yes ...in the woods between 
their estates... What was that? Their 
old dispute? Hmm... After Lord 
Pickwick's funeral, | wes led to believe 
that my master realised we all trave/ 
closer to the day when it becomes too 
/ate to work out our differences... 


= RS 


IMMEDIATELY, THE CAPTAIN’S DEPUTY. 
LAUNCHES HIS VEHICLE ON THE 20 M/LES 
OF SNOW-COVERED ROADS THAT WI/LL 
TAKE THEM TOTHE OTHER SIDE OF 


MORTIMER VISITS JAPAN AND TANGLES WITH HIGHLY 
ADVANCED ROBOTS - AS YOU DO! 
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BUT DESPITE THE CONTROLLER'S REPEATED CALLS, THE MYSTERIOUS 
a . ECHO CONTINUES ON ITS WAY WITHOUT ANSWERING... 
This is Tokyo tower, calling mn 
unidentified aircraft flying 
in eastern sector of Haneda 
alespace... You must assume 2 


holding pattern at 4,000 feet 
over Kisarazu immediately nrg ap ool tie bay 
alia meats = course all the Pm ill 


\* 


Can't bel... It’s moving 
much too fast!... Abeaitdld 

. Interference?... 
Atmospheric phenomenon?... lonised 


It's not 2 jet anyway. plasma?... Or... 


Its turn vate is much 
too high!... 


Kimy, my friend, you think Che!** It’s gon 
like a Westerner, and... i ae gl berdies 
the runway!!! 


AT THAT EXACT MOMENT. 


AF 14? to Tokyo tower... Passing outer beacon... 
Requesting landing clearance... ! 


ALR OF 
42-82-5812 Lon 


**DAMMIT! 
PROFESSOR SATO’S THREE FORMULAE 


Those guys read too 
many comics!!... 


sa Tre eat: unidentified flying ob; fect eastern sector... 
Better call the Cisvent heacine hse en Crakaten constantly... Speed: 
JASDF*, now — approximately 300 knots... Over!... 
guickly!... 1 — 
Undlerstood. We're on 
our way!... out!... 


Furo Leader to Furo 2... First 

one to see the flying saucer wins Jeet 4 ay iad | — 

2 bottle of sake!... | S ; ee This is Furo Leader... / have the target 
Seto : mS in sight at 12 o'clock!*** | 


Look at him z/g-zag!... 
160... 90... 120... Ah! 


They're getting near! 


"JAPANESE AIR SELF-DEFENCE FORCES 
**GOOD LUCK! 


“SSSTRAIGHT AHEAD PROFESSOR SATO’S THREE FORMULAE 


Edgard Félix Pierre Jacobs (1904-1987), better known under his 
penname Edgar P. Jacobs, was a comic book creator (writer and 
artist), bornin Brussels, Belgium. Ithas been said of Jacobs that 
he didn’tremembera time when he hadn’t drawn. 


Jacobs assisted fellow Belgian Hergé (Georges Prosper Remi) in 
the recasting of Hergé’s Tintin in the Congo, Tintin in America, 
King Ottokar’s Sceptre and The Blue Lotus for book publication. 
Healso contributed directly to both the drawing and storylines 
forthe Tintin double-albums The Secret of the Unicorn/Red 
Rackham’s Treasure and The Seven Crystal Balls/Prisoners of 
the Sun. 


When the comics magazine Tintin was launched on 26" 
September 1946, itincluded Jacobs’ story Le secret del’Espadon 
(The Secret of the Swordfish). This story would be the first in the 
Blakeand Mortimerseries. 


The characters of Captain Francis Blake, dashing head of MIS, 
his friend Professor Philip Mortimer, a nuclear physicist, and 
their sworn enemy Colonel Olrik became legendary heroes of the 
9th art in the long-running series. 


After Jacobs’ death in 1987, Bob de Moor completed his 
unfinished last story. In the mid-1990s, the series was continued 
by the Jacobs Studios with new teams of writers and artists. 
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